[The importance of flow cytometry and the cell proliferation index in choroidal melanoma].
To evaluate the prognostic value of DNA ploidy and proliferative activity in metastasis occurrence after enucleation for choroidal melanomas. This retrospective study investigated 14 patients (eight males, six females) using flow cytometry and immunohistochemistry with the Ki67 antibody. Two of the tumors were aneuploid, 12 were diploid. The proliferation index was between 0% and 16%. Two tumors progressed to metastatic disease; both were diploid and had a low proliferation index. They were mixed cell type. The median observation period was 3 years and 9 months. DNA content and proliferative activity are not correlated with metastasis occurrence. Sclera invasion is the best prognostic factor.